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By late on November 28 th  

a nearly stationary front 

resulted in nearly two 
days of heavy rain over 

the small communities of 

Perryville, Chignik, and 

Port.  The subsequent 

flooding appears to be the 

result of the 

simultaneous occurrence 

of three factors:  

Heavy rainfall (6.59ó 

at Cold Bay Nov 29 -Dec2) 

in conjunction with high 

freezing levels on the 

order of 5200 ft and 7800 

ft on Dec 1 st). 

An extended period of 

strong southeast winds 

(onshore).  The speed and 

longevity of the wind 

produced a storm surge 

of unknown magnitude 

in Chignik Bay.  The 
tidal gauge at King Cove 

measured water levels on 

the order of 1.5 ft above 

Mean Astronomical High 

Tide on November 29 -30.  

    The ground 

aroundthe region was 

frozen at the start of the 

event.  The result was 

that the rain which fell 

over the mountains 

(Black Lake area) quickly 

drained into Chignik 

Lake.  

The primary flooding 

occurred in the 

community of Chignik 
located on the east shore 

of Chignik Lake.  This 

body of water is 

connected to Black Lake 
by the short Chignik 

River.  Chignik Lake in 

turn drains into Chignik 

Bay.  It is concluded that 

a tidal/storm surge 

Chignik Floods - 2007  

We are proud to 

announce that Randy 

Struck and John 
Downes have earned the 

Mark Trail Award for the 

time, work and effort 

they volunteered to make 

the All Hazards NOAA 

Weather Radio (NWR) a 

reality for the Copper 

River Basin. Randy and 

John worked with the 

Copper Valley Local 

Emergency Planning 

Committee to organize a 

grass roots campaign to 

get NOAA to install this 

vital piece of equipment. 

The NWR now provides 

continuous weather 
forecasts and 

information and 

immediate weather and 

non weather hazard 

alerts. Randy and John 

frequently 

communicated with the 

National Weather Service 

Forecast Office in 

Anchorage to plan the 

installation and 

programming of the 

NWR. The radio 

transmits at 1000 watts 

on 162.55 MHZ from 

Tolsona Ridge, just west 

of Glennallen. This radio 
has a coverage area to 

Paxson to the north, 

McCarthy to the east and 

Ernestine to the 

southeast and to Sheep 

Mountain to the West. 

We have even received 

reports of the signal 

being heard in Port Wells 

in northwest Prince 

William Sound. Be sure 

to thank John and 

Randy if you see them. 

They deserve it.  

New All Hazards Weather Radio Transmitter 
in the Copper River Basin (And the Award 
Goes Toé) 
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By John Papineau  
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